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VETERINARY REPORT 
 

Annual Assessment of Horses and Ponies at Hillside Animal Sanctuary 

Beverley Farm and Frettenham Sites 

 

Dear Wendy, 

 

Following our annual review and walk around of the horses and ponies currently resident at your 

Beverley Farm and Frettenham sites, please find below a summary of the meeting. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss any of the enclosed information further. 

 

A visit and inspection of the Beverley farm and Frettenham sites was undertaken with Wendy 

Valentine on the 30th March 2017, to assess the overall condition of the various groups of 

animals, identify any individuals that have not wintered as well as their group, assess the living 

environment, access to feed/water and overall functionality of the set up in terms of its ability to 

effectively manage relatively large numbers of relatively high risk animals through the winter 

months and beyond. The animals were separated into several small and larger groups dependent 

on several factors including, but not limited to, nutritional needs, medical conditions, pregnancy 

status, previous grouping etc.  

 

Overall, all groups were seen to function as herds, with well-established hierarchies and minimal 

conflict between individuals, other than would be expected in a normal group of horses. All 

animals had more than adequate access to good quality, fresh hay, replenished daily and fresh 

water supplies. Bedding and shelter was provided in the form of large round straw bales, banked 

two high, allowing sufficient shelter from inclement weather from all directions, yet also 

allowing excellent ventilation and fresh air. Some animals requiring further protection from the 

elements would be provided with rugs. A straw pad in each penned area, replenished regularly 

and as necessary formed the ground environment, allowing for a dry, clean, well-drained surface 

for the animals to walk around on, trot or canter if desired and lie down on safely. Some areas 

also had a component of dry ground as an extra exercise area. Some of the patients requiring 

increased medical and dietary input were separated into small groups in smaller pens. All 
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environments were considered safe and free from dangerous obstacles that might cause injury to 

animals. Vehicle movements within the penned areas were seen to be undertaken with care in an 

effort to minimise the risk of injury to any individual animal.  

 

Following a recent program of assessment of the reproductive status of the adult mares, all the 

known pregnant mares have been separated from their respective herds and are now kept together 

in a separate group where all maternity needs can be met and a greater degree of individual 

monitoring and attention can be given as necessary. Post foaling, the mares are then transferred 

to individual stables to encourage bonding before re-entering a group environment. 

 

All the animals inspected were in good bodily condition, the majority being in the region of body 

condition scores 3-4/5. The occasional animal was about 2.5/5 condition score. Any of these that 

were not already being monitored and managed appropriately were, subsequent to our meeting, 

to be assessed and receive veterinary intervention where necessary.  

 

The corral system constructed at Beverley Farm allowed separation of individual herds, whilst 

giving access to a shared, but separate feeding area, where each group can be fed separately, 

during which individual animals can be visualised to check for any signs of lameness or injury, 

with minimal risk of escape or unintentional mixing of groups. 

 

In summary, all the examined groups were kept in very acceptable environments with all their 

nutritional and medical requirements being met. Regular inspection of the herds allows for the 

identification of any individuals with either acute injuries or illness and their subsequent removal 

to the vet unit for assessment and treatment as appropriate. Any cases with lower grade, chronic 

conditions are generally removed from the herd and given tailored individual treatment as 

necessary. Those animals with greater nutritional needs are also fully catered for and monitored. 

My overall impression is that the animals have wintered well and would therefore not 

recommend making any major changes to the system, as it allows a large number of animals to 

be managed and monitored effectively. 

 

If you would like to discuss any of the above in more detail, please do not hesitate to contact me 

at the Brooke Equine Clinic. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Chris 

 

DR CHRIS LEHRBACH BVMS MVM CERT ES (ORTH) MRCVS 
Director, RCVS Advanced Practitioner in Equine Surgery (Orthopaedics) 

  


